
Bleeds
(Art extends 1/8 of an inch past 
the trim size)

Bleed is a printing term that refers 
to printing that goes beyond the 
edge of the sheet after trimming. 
The bleed is the part on the side of 
a document that gives the printer 
a small amount of space to account 
for movement of the paper, and de-
sign inconsistencies. Bleed ensures 
that no unprinted edges occur in 
the final trimmed document.

It is practically improbable and very 
difficult to print all the way to the 
edge of a sheet of paper/card, to 
achieve this it is necessary to print a 
slightly larger area than is needed 
and then trim the paper/card down 
to the required finished size. Im-
ages, background images and fills 
which are intended to extend to 
the edge of the page must be ex-
tended beyond the trim line to give 
a bleed.

Trim Size (in this case 8.5x11)
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